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OUR MISSION:
To offer financial aid for qualified 
students to Beacon, Spire, and  
Pinnacle — the Greenwich Education 
Group Schools. Scholarships are 
awarded annually to students 
regardless of race, color, national 
or ethnic origin, or disability. By 
awarding financial aid to deserving 
candidates, the Greenwich Education 
Group’s School Foundation seeks 
to extend the promise of engaged, 
student-centered, individualized 
education to children and young 
adults from all backgrounds.

FOLLOW US:
Greenwich Education Group and 
Beacon are on Facebook and Twitter! 
Be sure to follow us to keep up with all 
we are doing.

Greenwich Education Group
The Beacon School
The Spire School

@GreenwichEdGrp
@BeaconHead 
@The Spire School

LETTER FROM THE CHAIRMAN:
Dear Friends,

As we enter into a new school year, I want to take this opportunity to recognize all 
the achievements of Greenwich Education Group’s schools during the 2014-2015 
school year. Thank you also for your continued support.

All the schools have increased their enrollment. Beacon and Spire received NEASC 
accreditation, and Pinnacle has already started the process. 

With Beacon’s move to its historic Hubbard Heights location at 111 West 
North Street in Stamford, many of its staff spent their summer participating in  

professional development, reading, and planning for the academic year. The ribbon-cutting ceremony  
unveiling the new Beacon School on September 3rd was an outstanding event. Congressman Jim Himes 
and Stamford Mayor David Martin were in attendance and cut the ribbon. (See picture on page 4.)

Greenwich Education Group’s Founder and Executive Director, Victoria C. Newman, Head of Beacon 
School, Meredith Hafer, and Congressman Jim Himes spoke of their dreams of the future and the gift of a  
“best fit” education. Now with more space at 44 Commerce Road, Pinnacle and Spire can expand their pro-
grams to accommodate more students and utilize the facility to better meet their students wants and needs.

As we press into the 2015-2016 school year, we focus on increasing our marketing presence and  
becoming more visible in our local communities. We are reaching out to alumni, planning new programs, 
and attending more relevant workshops and conferences.

Growth is the keyword for 2015-2016 for both our students and schools. If you haven’t visited our schools 
or campuses lately, please call and set up a tour. I think you will be really impressed. We have so much for 
which to be thankful. 

With gratitude,
Eric Kaye, Chairman
Greenwich Education Group’s School Foundation

___________________________
www.gegfoundation.org
www.beacon-ct.org
www.spireschool.org
www.pinnacle-ct.org

BEACON SCHOOL

OPEN 
HOUSE 

Sunday, November 8th
1 to 3 pm

SAVE THE DATE!
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     SPOTIGHT 

 

 DR. ALISA DROR
What first brought you to  
Greenwich Education Group  
and Pinnacle?
I was consulting on behalf of the family for a student at the school 
before Pinnacle branched from Beacon. I was in private practice at 
the time. When I became aware of GEG, I thought, “If I was doing  
anything else with my life, this is where I’d like to be.” After Pinnacle 
branched from Beacon, I heard that they were looking for a new  
director and I started in August of 2011.

What are the unique needs of a Pinnacle student?
Our students are generally bright kids who need an individualized 
and tailored learning environment that focuses on academics, as well 
as social, emotional, and executive functions development. Our  
students are college-bound, but they need support to eventually  
become active, engaged members of their communities.

What experience do you have in the field of autism?
I hold an MA and PhD in Special Education and I’m a NYS Certified 
Special Education Teacher. I am also a Board Certified Behavior  
Analyst (BCBA) and a Relationship Development Intervention (RDI) 
program certified consultant. I oversee the admissions process, pro-
vide oversight to the behavioral staff, and I interface with parents, 
community members, and school districts. I am responsible for  
developing and implementing Pinnacle’s social and therapeutic  
curricula. Additionally, I provide behavioral assessments and  
support plans to the students in the Pinnacle School. 

Prior to joining GEG, I worked for 14 years developing curricula to 
meet the behavioral, educational, and social needs of individuals 
with autism spectrum disorders. I served for nine years as the Direc-
tor of Clinical Services for Tri-State Learning Center in New Rochelle 

and five years with The Center for Autism & Related Disorders 
(CARD) as a behavior therapist and clinical supervisor. I’ve also 
worked extensively with families of individuals with ASD, providing 
them with training and support to address their child’s behavioral 
and social development. Additionally, I’ve conducted social groups,  
consulted with public and private schools, provided community and 
professional trainings, and I serve on the board of a parent advocacy 
group. I also teach graduate courses at Manhattanville College in the 
area of Applied Behavior Analysis. 

What change have you seen in the schools and Foundation 
since you became involved?
Prior to Pinnacle becoming a state-approved special education  
program, many students who could benefit from the programs and 
services we offer were not able to access them without the assistance 
of the Foundation. Because we are now state-approved, students who 
are more diverse socioeconomically are able to access what we have to 
offer. The Foundation continues to assist some privately placed  
students as well as those attending from out of state. 

What would you like someone who is not familiar with the 
GEG Schools to know?
Individual attention is put into each student’s program. The program  
is not just tailored to address challenges, but it also gives students  
the opportunity to tap into interests and passions. This provides an 
opportunity for them to shine as individuals.

What parental involvement and support do you expect 
from parents with children at Pinnacle?
We form a team with parents and have frequent meetings. We rely on 
parents to be an integral part of planning the student’s curriculum 
and related services. There is a case manager assigned to each student 
that is the point person for the parents. The case manager oversees all 
academic and behavioral aspects of his or her student’s school day.

Which book would you like every student to read? 
Oh, the Places You’ll Go! by Dr. Seuss.

If you could sum up Pinnacle in one sentence 
what would that be?
Pinnacle is a dynamic learning environment for kids 
who have not been recognized for how awesome they 
truly are.

GEG’s School Foundation is a key part of our mission to bring high-quality and  
individualized education to students, resulting in the best academic experience possible. 

We are grateful for the support of our past donors who have enabled us to give some very  
worthy students opportunities to excel in our highly supportive and innovative programs.

Greenwich Education Group’s School Foundation

www.gegfoundation.org
www.beacon-ct.org
www.spireschool.org
www.pinnacle-ct.org
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AT BEACON!
LEVEL-UP VILLAGE: Beacon has been chosen as 
a partner school for Level Up Village, an innovative  
program that teaches STEAM (Science, Technology,  
Engineering, Art and Mathematics) and design thinking 
through collaborative, real-life problem solving on an  
international scale. This unique opportunity connects 
Beacon with students in developing countries by tackling 
global issues using cutting-edge technology.
The Beacon School is offering two weekly  
AFTER-SCHOOL PROGRAMS. Global Video Game 
Designers is a game design, pre-coding, and global  
citizenship class in which Beacon students will be teamed 
with Syrian refugee students in Jordan. Global Inventors 
is a 3D printing, CAD design and engineering class, with 
students paired with a group of students from Palestine. 
This is the first program that Level Up Village (LUV) 
(http://levelupvillage.com) has been able to organize with 
Syrian refugee students, and Beacon is honored to have 
been chosen as a partner school.
Launched in 2012, Level Up Village currently runs  
courses throughout the school year, after school, and 
in summer sessions. LUV has more than 65 participat-
ing U.S. schools in 12 states and over 30 global partner  
organizations in 19 countries.

Beacon’s Ribbon Cutting Cermoney: Eric Kaye, US Congressman 
Jim Himes, Mayor David Martin and Victoria C. Newman
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OUR BOARD OF DIRECTORS:

WHAT’S NEW!
AT SPIRE!
LEARNING LABS: Spire’s learning labs replace our prior study hall 
model. Learning labs consist of small groups of students who work 
with teachers to strengthen executive function skills while completing 
assignments. The labs apply directly to current coursework, which 
helps students learn to break down long-term assignments, develop 
and practice note-taking and study skills, manage materials, and 
plan, prepare, and prioritize to improve efficiency and reduce 
procrastination.
“INTERACTION THROUGH ACTION”: From 4:00 to 5:30 
pm on Thursday, October 22, Spire held its first parent/child 
workshop of the year, “Interaction through Action.” The purpose  
of the workshop was for parents and their teens to come together  
and engage in a non-threatening, fun task. While working  
side by side on a creative project, parents and teens were given the 
opportunity to communicate and interact. The activity was pumpkin 
painting! The goal was for one side of the pumpkin to mirror the other.  
In order for the parent/teen dyad to create identical images, 
each had to communicate to the other what they were painting.  
The parents and teenagers had a great time engaging in this  
exercise. We received a great deal of positive feedback as many parents 
found this to be a helpful and enjoyable experience that promoted 
positive collaboration.

AT PINNACLE!
SENSORY GYM: Michelle Bunker, Pinnacle’s new full-time  
Occupational Therapist, has designed a state of the art Sensory Gym. 
The sensory gym provides a therapeu-
tic learning environment equipped with  
various swings, large pillows, and mats to 
support sensory processing development. 
In the gym, learning begins with students 
exploring the environment, reacting to 
the ever-changing surroundings, and then 
building sequences to develop high-level 
cognitive skills and executive function-
ing. The gym also helps students enhance 
movement patterns that facilitate learn-
ing, improves skills useful in academic  
programs, and empowers students as they 
develop new ways to learn.

STUDENT SPOTLIGHT
ZANE LANDERS
What advice would you give to a new  
Pinnacle student? 
Don’t be shy. Take it slow. Don’t worry.  
It is easier than you think. 
If you were asked to teach a class, which class 
would you teach and why? 
Science. It’s my favorite class. I love reading  
Wikipedia pages so I know a lot about science facts.
If you could trade places with any other person for 
a week, famous or not famous, living or dead, real 
or fictional, who would it be? 
Danny 2462. He is a silent YouTuber who talks in captions. He captures 
the issues of the unity-four engine in a funny way. The videos are hilarious 
whether you understand them or not. 
If you could be a superhero, what would you want your superpowers to be? 
X-ray vision and super hearing. I like to know everything that’s going on 
around me.
If someone wrote a biography about you, what do you think the title 
should be? 
Zane Landers - Screaming Nerd of the 21st Century
What is your secret talent? 
I am really good at card games and video games. People have asked me if  
I was hacking into the system when I play video games with them.
What do you love about Pinnacle? 
I was really excited for this year to begin! I love the after-school activities 
the best. I also love how there’s an open schedule so I can make changes to 
my schedule and they go into effect quickly and I don’t have to wait a whole 
semester. I also love that I can take classes outside of the normal class roster, 
like astronomy and Latin.

NEW STAFF! 

AT BEACON!
John Coperine: Assistant Head of School
Marge Ullrich: Administrative Coordinator
Julie DeAngelis: Spanish, Writing & Resource
Jennifer Buckman: Yoga

AT SPIRE!
Alysia LeComte: Registrar
Dan Cronin: History Teacher
Edwin Culver: Science Teacher
Vicki Weisman: Spanish Teacher
Susan Doshi: French Teacher
Lilian Revel: German Teacher
Dirk Dominick: Latin Teacher

AT PINNACLE!
Kris Bauman: Teacher
Sean Brinckerhoff: Physical Education Teacher
Stephanie Biebel: Special Education Teacher
Michelle Cardone Bunker: Occupational Therapist
Erin Knight: Special Education and Math Teacher
Marc Papini: Special Education Teacher
Alexandra Radano-Formisano: Teacher
Michelle Vitaglione: Program and Testing Coordinator

Greenwich Education Group’s School Foundation

NEW Beacon Boarding Program
A new Beacon Boarding Program is in development and scheduled to provide housing for up to  
23 14- to 18-year-olds by early 2016. Here, domestic and international students will explore their  
independence, take responsibility for their own lives, build friendships, and pursue academic excellence  
in a supportive and safe environment. Faculty members will serve as dorm parents, extending  
Beacon’s commitment to forging strong relationships between students and exceptional educators. 
Marketing efforts are directed to prospective Beacon students and to local private schools that may need 
more student housing. Additional attractive features available in the program include easy access to  
New York City, regular cultural and other trips to the city and throughout New England, college tours,  
and academic services such as tutoring, test prep, ESL instruction, and educational consulting,  
and private and group lessons in the arts.

Find Your Own Light

BEACON SCHOOL

http://levelupvillage.com

