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OUR MISSION:
To offer financial aid for qualified 
students to Beacon, Spire and 
Pinnacle, the Greenwich Education 
Group Schools. Scholarships are 
awarded annually to students 
regardless of race, color, national or 
ethnic origin or disability. By awarding 
financial aid to deserving candidates, 
Greenwich Education Group’s 
School Foundation seeks to extend 
the promise of engaged, student-
centered, individualized education to 
children and young adults from all 
backgrounds.

FOLLOW US:
Greenwich Education Group and 
Beacon are on Facebook and Twitter! 
Be sure to follow us so you can keep 
up with all we are doing.

___________________________
www.gegfoundation.org
www.beacon-ct.org
www.spireschool.org
www.pinnacle-ct.org

LETTER FROM THE PRESIDENT
Dear Friends,

It has been my pleasure to serve as board Chair for Greenwich Education Group’s 
School Foundation since its inception in 2011. In this first Foundation newsletter, I 
am pleased to have the opportunity to share our mission and how our donors make 
a difference in the lives of our students and their families.  

We are incredibly lucky.  Greenwich Education Group is filled with the most tal-
ented and passionate educators I have ever had the privilege of working with. They 
are the true “Dream Team.” I know how relieved our family was to find Beacon.  As a parent, I saw first-
hand how our son benefited from school’s unique individual educational model of student-centered 
learning and teachers who taught to his strengths and empowered him to overcome challenges. 

The Foundation was created to provide grants to qualified students who attend or have been accepted 
to Beacon, Spire or Pinnacle and are in need of financial assistance.  Over the past few years, our Board 
has reviewed many applications and provided grants to seven families.  All of us on the Board have wit-
nessed the financial hardship some families experience. Many often see their life savings erased in order 
to provide for their children.  The Foundation’s grants provide immeasurable relief for GEG families in 
need and we thank all of you who have donated in the past. 

I hope you will join us on Friday, May 8, at Tudor Investment’s corporate headquarters in Greenwich to 
support the Foundation.  Our inaugural reception was held there and Tudor is a significant supporter.  
We promise you will enjoy a wonderful evening with the GEG team, beautiful music played by our 
students and some enticing auction items to bid on. Thank you for your support.

Sincerely,
Eric Kaye

GEG’s SCHOOL FOUNDATION MISSION:To offer financial aid for qualified students to Beacon, Spire and Pinnacle, the Greenwich Education Group Schools Scholarships are awarded annually to students regardless of race, 
color, national or ethnic origin or disability. By awarding financial aid to deserving candidates, 

By awarding financial aid to deserving candidates, 
Greenwich Education Group’s School Foundation 
seeks to extend the promise of engaged, student-centered, individualized education to children and young adults from all backgrounds.

GEG's School 
Foundation Fundraiser

Friday, May 8, 2015
5:30 p.m.

Tudor Investment Corporation

1275 King Street, Greenwich

To volunteer or donate an auction item, please contact 

Sue Rogers at srogers@greenwichedgroup.com

Greenwich Education Group

The Beacon School

@GreenwichEdGrp

@BeaconHead 



ADMINISTRATOR SPOTLIGHT
Whenever we accept a new student and within a few short weeks, see him or her begin 
to blossom, it is an amazing feeling.  To see a 9th grade Pinnacle boy, day by day hold his 
head a little higher, make eye contact and ultimately feel confident enough to carry on a 
short conversation is magical.

Then there’s the very bright young lady with a history of anxiety and school refusal who 
came to Spire.  She built a relationship with her life coach founded on trust and mutual 
respect, and came to realize that her teachers sincerely wanted to help her succeed.  She has had almost perfect 
attendance for more than a year now and is oftentimes my “go to student” to host visiting/prospective students.

Our Greenwich Education Group schools offer what can be life-changing opportunities.  The two students 
described here are examples of just that. But neither would have been able to become a part of our commu-
nity without financial support from GEG’s Schools Foundation.  Created in 2011, through fundraising efforts 
and the generosity of initial donors, this young foundation has granted awards to students in all three of our 
schools.  It is my sincere hope that the foundation will continue to grow so that we can support more children 
who might otherwise be unable to take advantage of our unique learning environment.

Dede LeComte, Director of Admissions 
Greenwich Education Group 
Beacon/Spire/Pinnacle/Links

OUR BOARD OF DIRECTORS:
BOB DWyER 
Bob Dwyer Bob is the Chief Administrative/Chief Financial Officer 
of upscale clothing retail chain J.McLaughlin. He has also held 
executive positions at such marquee companies as Juicy Couture, 
American Eagle, Tiffany & Co., and Fifth & Pacific. Bob is a CPA 
who has a BA in Economics from Miami University and an MBA. 
from the Kelley School of Business at Indiana University.

MARLENE GILBERT
Marlene has three children who attended Greenwich Public 
Schools. She is a past PTA President and served on the Glenville 
School Building Committee. She is a member of the Greenwich 
High School Executive Board, a board member and Past President 
of the Women’s Division of UJA Federation of Greenwich, and is on 
the Board of the Greenwich Alliance for Education.

MEREDITH HAFER, PUBLIC RELATIONS
Meredith is the Head of School at Beacon, where she leads a team 
of educators and administrators in an innovative school setting. 
She also serves as the Academic Director of Greenwich Education 
Group and advises the organization on new ventures, curricula, 
course selection, and program design. 

ERIC A. KAyE, DIRECTOR
Eric is the Founder of ARQ^EX Outdoor Fitness Systems, a 
company dedicated to improving human performance. In 2012, he 
retired as a Vice Chairman of UBS.  Prior to joining UBS, Eric was 
Global Co-Head of Robertson Stephens’ Mergers & Acquisitions 
Department.  Eric has a BA from Union College and an MBA from 
Columbia University. Eric’s eldest son graduated from Beacon in 
2011 and his daughter benefited from GEG’s tutoring and college 
counseling teams.

SPENCER LAMPERT, TREASURER
Spencer is a portfolio manager focusing on discretionary macro 
trading for Tudor Investment Corporation. He created the firm’s 

The GEG’s School 
Foundation is a key 

part of our mission of 
bringing high quality 

and individualized 
education to students, 
resulting in the best 
academic experience 

possible. We are grateful 
for the support of our 
past donors who have 

enabled us to give some 
very worthy students 
opportunities to excel 

in our highly supportive 
and innovative 

programs.

global equity trading department and served as Director of the Market 
Strategies Department overseeing Global Macro Trading Research.

ANN LOCKyER
Ann’s son is a junior at the Beacon School. She is a member of The Grace 
Notes, a women’s a cappella group, and has served as its President, Vice 
President and Treasurer. She is a member of Hortulus, a Greenwich garden 
club and served on its board.

MIA MITCHELL-CORTELLESI 
Mia began her career in credit analysis and trade finance with BHF-Bank. 
She has devoted her efforts and financial acumen to a wide variety of non-
profits including financial development for the Tiny Miracles Foundation, 
the Darien Advocates for Education of the Gifted, and the Council of 
Darien School Parents. She currently coordinates special events for TOPS 
– teen options, a program of the Darien Youth Commission.

DIANE MATT OHL, CORPORATE SECRETARy
Diane is the General Counsel and Chief Compliance Officer of Bennett 
Management Corporation. Previously, she was an associate with Paul, 
Hastings, Janofsky & Walker LLP in Stamford, where her practice focused 
on securities compliance, general corporate matters, corporate finance, 
mergers and acquisitions, and venture capital transactions.  

KATE COONEy PICCO
Kate was formerly a Director at Citigroup in the Fixed Income Division. 
Today, Kate is a board member of FACES at NYU Langone Medical Center. 
The group focuses on finding a cure for epilepsy and seizures. 

VICTORIA NEWMAN, Ex-OFFICIO
As a mother of two children, one in the Greenwich Public Schools and 
one in a local independent school, Vicky has a unique vantage point on 
all stages of the educational consulting and advocacy process. Her passion 
as an educator and her active participation in the community have helped 
build GEG’s exceptional network of educational connections. Vicky is 
a professional member of the independent Educational Consultants 
Association (IECA), SSATB, and ERB.



VINCE FUNDRAISING 
EVENT

An evening of shopping, Prosecco and light bites were 
enjoyed by nearly 75 attendees of Greenwich Education 
Group School’s Foundation fundraising event held at the 
Vince store on Greenwich Avenue last October. The event 
was also co-sponsored by Serendipity Magazine.

Guests enjoyed trying on new fall and winter designs, 
knowing that a portion of the evening’s proceeds 
would  directly support scholarships and grants to help  
underserved students in local communities attend 
Beacon, Spire, and Pinnacle schools. All three accredited 
schools provide engaged, student-centered, individualized 
education to children, teens and young adults from all 
backgrounds.

“Vince is delighted to support the efforts of Greenwich 
Education Group School’s Foundation in its mission to 
provide financial aid to students in need,” said Jill Granoff, 
CEO of Vince, who attended the event. “As a member of 
the Greenwich community, I am proud to give back to an 
organization which does such wonderful things for our 
children and community.”

Ann Lockyer, parent of a Beacon student and a GEG’s 
School Foundation Board member, attended the event 
with friends. “My son attends Beacon and we have been 
incredibly impressed with the program, staff and quality of 
education. It is also fabulous of Vince to provide a chance to 
view their winter clothing for men, women and children.” 
She added that the occasion afforded an opportunity to 
spend time with other supporters of the GEG programs 
who want to help deserving students attend Beacon and the 
other GEG schools.

STUDENT SPOTLIGHTS
ANDREW DAy   
Semi-Finalist for Coca Cola  
Foundation Scholarship 
Beacon School Senior Andrew Day has distinguished himself on a variety 
of levels this fall.  First, he has been selected as a semi-finalist for the 2015 
Coca Cola Foundation Scholarship Awards.  The CCF recognizes exceptional 
high school seniors for their academic excellence, positive leadership and 
dedication to service.  Out of 103,000 applications, only 2000 highly qualified 
students were chosen as semi-finalists.  After a rigorous interview process, 
Andrew will be notified this month if he will be awarded one of the 150 
$20,000 scholarships.

In addition, Andrew was the youngest 
runner to participate in the NYC Marathon 
on behalf of the CT Challenge, a cancer 
charity.  He ran on behalf of Maya Oberstein, 
a 12-year-old girl from West Hartford who 
was the co-chair of the CT Challenge’s 
summer ride along with Bobby Valentine. 
Individually, Andrew raised over $5,000 
through his marathon involvement.  All 
proceeds from his Team CT Challenge are 
going to fund unique programs and research 
to help cancer survivors through exercise, 
nutrition and psychosocial support.  
“Cancer survivors need follow-up care for life and I am helping them,“ said 
Andrew.  The grueling training program to prepare for the marathon had 
to be integrated into his schoolwork, college application process and other 
activities.  “(My friends) know I do things most other people don’t do,’’ he 
said. “I’ve done two or three night sailboat races, and I’m planning on going 
skydiving. My friends know my interests are a little unusual.”  Day thinks he’ll 
run a marathon for charity in the future. “It’s hard, but I think I would like to 
do it again,’’ he said.

EDDIE SCHULTE 
Eddie Schulte may not be a household name…
yet, but he is well on his way to carving out a 
distinguished career as a comic illustrator.  A high 
school senior at the Beacon and Pinnacle schools, 
Eddie has been drawing since he was a young 
child, and began formalized training four years 
ago in illustration at the Arts Students League 
of New York in Manhattan. He freely admits to 
learning disabilities – and feels the size and focus 
of Pinnacle and Beacon are perfect for him.

“My parents never gave up on me. They sought out this school. It is amazing for 
me,” Eddie declared. When asked how art has affected his life, Eddie replied, 
“Obviously, a huge part of my life – it is part of who I am.”  He names his 
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from left, are Victoria Newman, Founder & Executive Director, 
Greenwich Education Group, Jill Granoff, CEO of Vince, and Suni 
Unger, CEO & Owner, Unger Publishing/Serendipity Magazine.



art teacher, illustrator Steve Walker at the Arts Students League 
of New York and Marvel Comic icon Stan Lee as his sources of 
inspiration. He sees a future in the comic book industry, both 
writing and illustrating, and is looking forward to attending art 
school next fall. 

Eddie says he has loved his high school experience. “The school 
is a circus – all different yet all the same. It is unique. For an artist, 
it is fabulous.”   He also discovered that his learning disabilities 
didn’t prevent him from moving forward.  His advice to others 
with similar challenges:  “Anyone with a learning disability out 
there – keep going. Don’t give up on yourself and try to attend a 
great school like this.” We all look forward to the not-too-distant 
future when the work of Eddie Schulte will be proudly displayed 
at a newsstand and art gallery near you.

WILLIAM DAVIDSON 
If there ever was a case of “talent runs 
in the family,” it most certainly applies 
to the Davidsons of nearby Katonah, 
NY.  Will Davidson, an 8th grader at 
The Spire School has been studying 
trombone since the age of 9.  The 
son of  Roger Davidson, composer 
and founder of Soundbrush Records, 
and Susan DeCamp, classical oboist 
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and member of the Ridgefield Symphony Orchestra, Will is a member of 
the Hoff Barthelson Chamber Orchestra in Scarsdale, New York and has 
an upcoming engagement at the world-renowned Caffe Vivaldi in New  
York City.  

At home, this engaging middle-schooler enjoys playing such challenging 
scores as the Dvorak 9th Symphony as well as composing melodies for 
trombone, cello, bass and piano.  He also enjoys composing music for 
video games.  William says that music profoundly affects him. “It’s the 
greatest thing in my life.  I couldn’t live without it.”  There are several 
sources of inspiration in his life in addition to his talented parents.  His 
trombone teacher, Elliot Semmle,  taught him to enjoy himself while 
playing with a focus on fun as well as technique. At Spire, English 
faculty member, Jack Harris is also a role model. “Mr. Harris plays many 
instruments, is a top teacher, cool, upbeat and engaged,” declares Will.  

Will has successfully combined his love of music and academics.  “You 
need academic knowledge to compose well and a good education makes 
you feel self-confident,” he says. His fondest memory of Spire, so far, was a 
2013 trip to France. He really enjoyed traveling with his peers, interacting 
with local people and seeing the French landscape and chateaus. He 
caught the architecture bug on that trip and plans to study music and 
architecture as well as marine biology after graduation.

An avid biker and rock climber, Will has begun to musically collaborate 
with Eddie Schulte.  The confidence and skills he has gained at Spire have 
already given him experiences he never would have thought possible.  

MEREDITH HAFER, HEAD OF THE BEACON SCHOOL, LECTURES AT EDUCATIONAL  
FORUM 2015 FOR INTELLECTUALLy CURIOUS STUDENTS

The Educational Forum 2015 for families with intellectually curious students featured a presentation 
by Meredith Hafer, Head of the Beacon School, on Sunday, February 1 at Manhattanville College in 
Purchase, New York.

Ms. Hafer’s keynote was titled, “Kindling the Spark: Keeping Gifted Students Engaged.” Refuting the 
premise that in education, one size fits all, Ms. Hafer addressed inspiration, enrichment, underachievement, 
the importance of challenge, common misconceptions about gifted students and strategies to develop 
creative productivity in young people.

The Educational Forum 2015 is sponsored by Scholar Search Associates, a firm that sponsors programs 
that establish relationships between schools and organizations supporting and advocating for families 
with gifted children.  This forum is offered free of charge and open to anyone who enjoys the world of 
ideas. Families can explore educational programs, approaches and resources that support students who 
appreciate discovery and flexing their minds.

STUDENT SPOTLIGHTS
Eddie Schulte continued


